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The Women’s Policy Group appreciates the opportunity to work again with the members of the Georgia General Assembly to help meet the needs of Georgia’s women and their families. We look forward to a challenging and productive session.

As an important voice for women, the WPG strives for policies that support our core values: equality, access to healthcare, safety and freedom from violence, economic security, work-life balance, increased opportunities, and an end to discrimination.

This year, the economy is bound to dominate the legislative agenda. Our priorities include:

· Freedom from Violence: Protecting minors victimized by commercial sexual exploitation from criminal prosecution.

· Responsible Tax and Spending Policies: Restoring budget cuts to health and social services that harm low-income women and girls, and supporting revenue enhancements and tax reform that provide a more fair, transparent and responsible budget.

· Access to Quality Healthcare: Healthcare is a foremost goal, so during this recession, we resist the pressure for a short-term fix at the long-term expense of the most vulnerable.

· Economic Security: With record high unemployment and more families losing their homes every month, policies must be adopted to protect consumers and increase access to unemployment insurance benefits.

Elizabeth Appley is our representative at the Capitol. She is available to work with you on these and other issues. Please let us know how we can be helpful to you.

(over)

By way of introduction to new legislators, the Women’s Policy Group is a statewide organization working since 1988 to promote public policy that improves the lives of Georgia women, their families, and their communities. For over 20 years, WPG has engaged in research, analysis, and advocacy on important policy issues and worked in collaboration with organizations and individuals across the state to address the leading concerns of women in Georgia.

Annual Women’s Assembly. This Fall, the Women’s Policy Group and Women’s Policy Education Fund hosted our pre-legislative forum, bringing together citizens from across Georgia, legislators, policy makers, key stake-holders, and other organizations that advocate for women and their families, to discuss our policy agenda, review the latest research and prepare for the session.

Post-session Legislative Wrap Up. After the session, we invite legislators to speak directly to our members about what happened and what it will mean for Georgians. This provides an opportunity for us to thank you for putting Georgia families first, and helps citizens better understand the legislative process.

What is a Bookmark?

We know you receive enormous amounts of data and reports -- more than you can possibly keep up with -- so we devised our Bookmark Focus Series to provide useful information in a concise format.  Legislators tell us they use the Bookmarks when they are considering their positions on matters before them and that they find them helpful when they talk with constituents or civic groups.  We can also provide more detailed analysis at your request. 

We look forward to working with you during the 2009 session and will regularly provide you with Bookmarks highlighting issues critical to Georgia women and girls.
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